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Poor journalism fueling election mis- & disinformation

Poor reporting and media mistakes contributed to the spread of false information by amplifying smear cam
paigns and participating in narrative laundering in the run-up to and beyond the November 2024 presidential

and parliamentary elections in Namibia.

© CFLI/FCIL

C d F dforLocII t ative
n d'initiative Iocl

This project is supported by the Canada Fund for Local Initiatives (CFLI)




How do media mistakes and poor reporting fuel election mis- & disinformation?

Media mistakes and poor reporting can significantly contribute to the spread of misinformation and disinformation, eroding pub-
lic trust and distorting narratives. Here's how:

1. Inaccurate Reporting Creates Confusion

When journalists fail to verify facts or misinterpret data,

errors can quickly spread. For example, Namibia Fact N R : ifastaucture
Check has repeatedly highlighted instances where . : L'Lvy“e«;i"':ﬁ
Namibian media misreported government announce- ' ] o i i

ments, leading to public confusion. These mistakes can
be exploited by bad actors to push false narratives. For
instance, in November 2024, New Era reported on its
front page that the Swapo Party “intends creating 5 000
jobs in five years”, based on statements made by the
party’s then presidential election candidate, Netumbo
Nandi-Ndaitwah, at a campaign rally. Nandi-Ndaitwah
had actually said that the party would create “more than
500 000 jobs in five years”.
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ot 2. Sensationalism Amplifies False Claims
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Some media outlets prioritise attention-grabbing headlines over accu-

racy. In November 2024, days before the elections, New Era carried a

front page report that sensationalised the attendance of the British

high commissioner at an event at Walvis Bay, thereby giving credence

to unproven claims that the Independent Patriots for Change (IPC) was

decry ‘dirty’ l\ British government funded. Such exaggerations can mislead audiences
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https://namibiafactcheck.org.na/report/no-5-000-jobs-in-five-years-is-not-what-nandi-ndaitwah-said/

3. Lack of Context Distorts Reality

Poor reporting often omits crucial context, making R —
stories misleading. For instance, in October 2024, The .

Namibian reported that Popular Democratic Move- mamibran JmDesert
ment (PDM) leader McHenry Venaani had blamed the ~— R e

Swapo Party secretary general, Sophia Shaningwa, ) )
for the wind blowing over a tent at the party’s rally at w : -
Outapi, Omusati Region. The report failed to make it |- g o 5 Reasons banks lose customers
clear that Venaani's remark was said as a joke, but rath-
er presented it as a serious-toned accusation. Without
proper framing, misinformation thrives.

Home Newsw Business» Multimedias Opinions »  Lifestyle » tigati itw Sportw i Q

Venaani blames Swapo's Shaningwa for wind that
destroyed PDM tent at rally

Trending Stories

1 Accused man stays in custody

in Okakarara murder case

2 Protesters demand rape-
accused former minister
Hengari's release, slam ‘public
humiliation’

3 Swapo cracks show as
Shaningwa faction fumes over
Nandi-Ndaitwah's Cabinet picks

McHenry Venaani

By Eliaser Ndeyanale
4] officer denied bail in Onhuno

This article published by The Namibian portrayed 1 octeoer 2024 i T
statements made by PDM leader McHenry Venaani

as SeriOUS When he was aCtUa"y j0kin97 presenting Popular Democratic Movement (PDM) president McHenry Venaani says Swapo ) 3
5 Ex-MP's family clarifies funeral

his statements in a misleading ||ght secretary general Sophia Shaningwa is respensible for the disruptive wind that disappointment
destroyed one of his tents at a rally at Outapi on Saturday.

4. Weak Fact-Checking Enables Disinformation

When media outlets fail to fact-check claims before publishing, they risk spreading falsehoods. Namibia Fact Check has docu-
mented cases where news media fumbled basic reporting, allowing misinformation about political party platforms to circulate.
For example, in November 2024 most news media reported on statements about job creation made by the Swapo Party’s pres-
idential candidate, Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah, during various campaign stops. The media simply reported what Nandi-Ndait-
wah said without verifying her statements against commitments listed in the party’s election manifesto, which differed from the
candidate’s statements. Basic fact checking would have revealed that Nandi-Ndaitwah was stating a figure which did not appear
in the party’s manifesto.

4 MoowlSNomemzes Daiy Diversions ————— Swapo pl'Ol'lliseS ’Wpadeﬁie;
in 5 years political
interference

- TRACY TAFIRENYIKA |

Prominent news media got
it wrong when they simply
reported what a presidential
candidate said about her
party’s job creation inten-
tions, instead of verifying her
statements with what was
actuallyinthe party’s election
manifesto.
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https://namibiafactcheck.org.na/report/no-the-swapo-manifesto-does-not-talk-about-creating-500000-jobs/

5. Public Distrust in Media Grows

Repeated mistakes erode confidence in journalism. A 2019 Afrobarometer survey found that 62% of Namibians viewed the media
as sources of fake news and journalists as untrustworthy, and 64% supported government restrictions on false information. This
distrust makes audiences more vulnerable to disinformation campaigns.

¢« Max Katjimune

49 minutes ago

The Namibian @TheNamibian - 6m
@ Question of the day:

The Popular Democratic Movement, which
advocates for youth leadership, has retained its
entire leadership team - all of whom are over
the age of 50. What are your thoughts on this?

il il MeepiNgrngombe | NeeSmt o Dlederck Vree
under 50, and we elected another person in the
Top 8 in his 30's. What exactly is going on in our
newsrooms?

Reply

In August 2024, following the Popular Democratic Movement (PDM) elective congress The Namibian reported about the party’s “recycled”
leadership, including inviting readers to comment on the party’s “recycled” leadership via social media. In the post above, the newspaper
falsely claimed that all of the party’s leadership was aged over 50. Poor reporting on basic matters of fact is why there appears to be
deteriorating trust in Namibia’s mainstream news media and journalists.




International media also made mistakes

It wasn't just Namibian media and journalists that were engaging in bad reporting ahead of and around Namibia’s November
2025 elections. Some media reporting from the SADC region, as well as international media, also carried mistakes, spreading
falsehoods about aspects of Namibia's elections.

Following are some examples of poor reporting by regional and international media.

1. The Newzroom Afrika ‘polls’

Polls suggest Swapo to lose elections

Polls suggest Swapo to lose elections

From <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_91u0OPWEra0>

In the lead-up to the 27 November general election in Namibia, polls indicate that Swapg, which has triumphed in all
elections since Namibia's independence in 1990, might face defeat for the first time. Nordic Africa Institute analyst and
senior advisor Prof. Henning Melber discusses expectations on the upcoming elections.

From <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_91u0OPWEra0>

Above is a screenshot of the original headline and introductory text of a Newzroom Afrika report on Youtube from early Novem-
ber 2024 that falsely stated that there were “polls” pointing to the ruling Swapo Party losing its majority in the 27 November 2024
elections.

Following Namibia Fact Check’s questioning of the “polls” being referred to, the South Africa-based Newzroom Afrika changed

the headline and introductory text (image below). However, in his introductory statement, the anchor still refers to “polls” indicat-
ing that the Swapo Party was going to lose the elections.

For more on this, read Namibia Fact Check’s report.
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November polls to test Swapo's electoral fortunes

Newzroom Afrika @ ]
@ 568K subscribers |ﬁ 448 g] A> Share

38,995 views Nov 8, 2024
In the lead-up to the November 27 general elections in Namibia, where liberation movement Swapo has been in power
since independence, Nordic Africa Institute's Prof. Henning Melber unpacks what to expect in the upcoming polls.



https://namibiafactcheck.org.na/report/no-no-polls-suggest-swapo-to-lose-elections/

2. The ECN's “$60 million” ballot printing tender

On 13 November 2024, the Paris, France, based The Africa Report published an article titled ‘Is Namibia poll at risk from ballot
papers printed by firm linked to Zimbabwe ex-convict’. The introduction (see image below) of the report falsely stated that the
Electoral Commission of Namibia (ECN) had contracted a South African company to print Namibia’s ballot papers at a cost of

US$60 million. In reality the ballot paper printing contract cost about N$6.3 million, which was about US$330,000 at the exchange
rate at the time.
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Namibia’s electoral commission under fire over ‘emergency’ contract
awarded to company linked to Wicknell Chivayo.

There was uproar in Namibia in October after it was revealed that a South African
company, Ren-Form CC, linked to former convict and Zimbabwean Wicknell
Chivayo, was awarded a $60m contract by the Electoral Commission of Namibia
(ECN) to print ballot papers for Namibia's general elections on 27 November to elect
a new president and members of the National Assembly.

The report went viral in Namibian social media spaces and the figure was repeated by various Zimbabwe-focused social media
pages, such as ZimCelebs (image below).

ZCNEWS

NAMIBIA'S ECN HAS AWARDED SIR
WICKNELL CHIVHAYO A USS60 MILLION
TENDER TO SUPPLY ELECTION MATERIALS

ZIMCELEBS OFFICIAL @ZIMCELEBS _OFFICIAL

.F m.nwus

ZimCelebs’ headline repeated the false “US$60 million” claim.




Even award-winning investigative journalist, Hopewell Hopewell Chin'ono @ wr X
Chin’ono, with large followings on various social media e’ m- @
platforms, repeated the false “US$60 million” ballot

Zimbabwean controversial businessman Wicknell

paper printing tender claim (image right). Chivhayo has won a tender to supply all election

materials in Namibia in a US$40 million deal,
When questioned by Namibia Fact Check about where according to sources in the Namibian government.
he had come gcross the US$6O million f|gure, The Chivhayo was also involved in another controversial
Africa Report journalist pointed to an 18 October 2024 election materials deal in Zimbabwe, which led to a
report by another Zimbabwe-focused online news outlet, fallout with his associates.

ZimLive, as the source of the figure (image below). T —————

have since been jailed without bail on charges
related to a corrupt scheme in which they looted
millions intended for goats meant to be distributed
to rural communities.

Namibia’s elections are on 27 November.
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News . Affica » News

Chivayo-linked Ren-Form CC wins US$60
million contract to print ballot papers in Namibia

Company is mired in Zimbabwe procurement scandal involving over $100 million
BY STAFF REPORTER
[ 6 shre | SHARE o one AFRICA, NEWS

The ZimLive article (above) appears to have been the source of the “US$60 million” ballot paper printing tender claim.

In the wake of Namibia Fact Check’s questioning of the origin of the “US$60 million” ballot paper printing tender claim, The
Africa Report changed its introduction of the article to the following, without acknowledging its mistake.

Namibia's electoral commission under fire over ‘emergency’ contract
awarded to company linked to Wicknell Chivayo.

There was uproar in Namibia in October after it was revealed that a South African
company, Ren-Form CC, linked to former convict and Zimbabwean Wicknell
Chivayo, was awarded a $60m contract by the Electoral Commission of Namibia
(ECN) to print ballot papers for Namibia's general elections on 27 November to elect
a new president and members of the National Assembly.

For more on this claim, read Namibia Fact Check’s report.
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https://namibiafactcheck.org.na/report/no-no-evidence-ecn-spent-60m-to-print-ballot-papers/

3. The Economist’s errors

In early December 2024, days after the announcement of the results of
Namibia’s late November elections, The Economist published an arti-
cle (see image right) providing an overview of the recently concluded
Namibian elections for an international audience. However, the article,
titled 'SWAPO hangs on’, contained a number of mistakes.

First, the article claimed that a “two-thirds-threshold” was needed in
Namibia's parliament to pass laws and, secondly, that Swapo would
need “to cosy up to opposition parties” to pass laws. Both of these
statements are false, as a simple majority is needed to pass laws in the
National Assembly and thus Swapo will not need to cosy up to oppo-
sition parties to pass laws. Third, the article stated that Swapo's per-
centage from previous elections "dropped from 87% to 65%", which
was a reference to the party’s 2014 and 2019 election vote-share.

However, Swapo did not get 87% of the vote in 2014, but rather 80%.
Fourth, the article stated that from 2025 the “daily minimum wage for
farm workers will be ten Namibian dollars (55 American cents)”. This is
false, because as from 2025, the hourly minimum wage of farm work-
ers is N$10 (ten Namibia dollars), not the daily minimum wage.

These basic errors undermine the credibility of The Economist brand,
and underscores the criticisms of how the Western media have tended
to report on Africa for the longest time.

Africa votes (2)

SWAPO hangs on

A tired old liberation party
stays in power

INES STRETCHED around the block,

motionless, as voters stood for hours in
the searing heat of a Namibian summer,
waiting for ballot papers. On November
27th, long after voting had begun in the
country’s idential and parli
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group. In the previous two general elec-
tions SWAPO's tally had already dropped
from 87% to 65%. This time it 8Ot just 53%.
Namibians are frustrated by falling liv-
ing standards and rising corruption. Many
of the country’s 3m-odd people are short
of basic housing. Two-thirds of urbanites
live in shanty towns. Unemployment is
stubbornly high. From next year the daily
minimum wage for farm workers will be
ten Namibian dollars (55 American cents).
The SWAPO government has been
increasingly blamed for the poverty. Na-
mibia is the second-most unequal country
in the world, just ahead of neighbouring
South Africa, according to World Bank
numbers from 2022. Of the 1.4m Namib-
ians registered to vote, more than half were

P 4
elections, over a third still lacked election
materials. Thousands went home without
casting their vote. Then the electoral com-
mission announced it would extend voting
in some polling stations for three more
days. Voters returned, multiple times. “It'f

born after i d 5o many felt no
residual gratitude to SWAPO for winning it
from South Africa. In the run-up to the
elections an air of expectation was height-
ened by the defeat or decline of time-worn
ruling parties in neighbouring Botswana

like you are a mad person,” one
citizen told local media.

Finally, six days later, Netumbo Nandi-
Ndaitwah, known as NNN, was declared
president, with 58% of the vote. As leader
of SWAPO, the party that has ruled Namib-
ia since independence in 1990, she held off
a challenge by Panduleni Itula, a 67-year-
old dentist, lawyer and former swuio
youth campaigner, who spent 33 years in
Britain before coming back home in 2013,
With 15 candidates competing, he got 26%
of the vote as head of the Independent Pa-

and South Africa that were deemed to have
bed to ion over too many
ears in office.
z SWAPO has likewise been dogged by al-
legations of corruption. The so-called
Fishrot scandal, which was exposed in 2019
and s still dragging on, brought 2 clutch of
SWAPO ministers to court and prison, &
a web of bribery and chicanery in
the fishing industry, a big chunk of Namib-
ia’s economy. According to Afobarometety
a %o'ndnenul pollster,
mibians believe co
pm{:«.Nwoﬂﬁnﬂ\MPm“’h“‘
ness Namibia's wind

‘and solar energy t©
have benefit
being

How can the news media and journalists improve?

News media and journalists can do the following:

Strengthening fact-checking processes;

Providing clearer context in reporting;

Avoiding sensationalism and misleading headlines;
Holding journalists accountable for errors.

Some of the information in this document was gathered and compiled using Microsoft's Al app Copilot.

For more on this and other topics investigated, access the full report at www.ippr.org.na and www.namibiafactcheck.org.na

This bulletin was produced by Namibia Fact Check, a project of the Institute for Public Policy Research (IPPR).
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