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The political smear campaigns

Political smear campaigns were deployed online ahead of the November 2024 elections. These campaigns
were aimed at undermining the reputations, credibility and trust in particular candidates, parties and entities,
including the electoral management body and the elections.
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What is a political smear campaign?

Smear campaigns have long been part of political campaigning and messaging. In the always-connected age, smear campaigns
can be deployed and amplified rapidly via social media and messaging platforms, ensuring that at very little cost smear messag-
ing can reach wide audiences.

But, what exactly is a smear campaign?

A political smear campaign is a deliberate effort to damage the reputation, credibility, or character of a political figure, party, or
group. It typically involves spreading false or misleading information, rumours, or accusations to undermine public trust in the

target.

According to various online sources, there are two broad aims of a political smear campaign:

e  First, to undermine support for a targeted candidate or party by attacking their reputation and credibility;
* Second, to distract from their message or platform and to silence them.

“a deliberate attack on somebody, by spreading
an untrue and unpleasant rumour about them, or by making
an accusation intended to damage their reputation”
Example: He puts all the accusations down to a smear campaign by his
political opponents.

Definition from collinsdictionary.com

Here are some common tactics used in smear campaigns:

1.

2.
3.
4

Personal Attacks: These focus on the target's character, lifestyle, or past actions, often exaggerating or fabricating
details.

Misinformation: False or distorted information is disseminated to create doubt or suspicion.

Selective Editing: Statements or actions are taken out of context to portray the target negatively.

Amplification: The narrative is spread widely through social media, news outlets, or influencers to gain traction.

Smear campaigns are often used during elections or political conflicts to sway public opinion. While they can be effective, they
also raise ethical concerns about the integrity of political discourse.

The prominent case study smear campaigns that were visible in social media spaces ahead of the November 2024 elections were:

*  Along-running smear campaign targeting Panduleni ltula, leader of the Independent Patriots for Change (IPC), that
appeared in early 2024 and continued right up to and beyond the elections of late November;

*  The smear campaign aimed at the then ruling Swapo Party presidential candidate, Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah, and that
focused on her health and fitness, but that also made other damaging allegations against her character and loyalty to the

party,

e A campaign aimed at undermining the credibility of the Electoral Commission of Namibia (ECN) and the elections,
alleging that the ECN was working with the ruling party, the Chinese, and the Zimbabwean ruling party, Zanu PF, to rig the
elections in favour of the Swapo Party.




The smear campaigns

While there were a number of smear campaigns active on the electoral information landscape before and around the 27 Novem-
ber 2024 elections, the consistent and sustained attacks on the Independent Patriots for Change (IPC) and its leader, Panduleni
Itula, were arguably the most visible. Also quite visible were the attacks on the ruling Swapo Party candidate for the presidential
election, Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah.
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The Itula-IPC smear campaign

By all indications this was the longest running campaign, with
the attacks sustained through most of the election year. This
campaign mainly laundered two narratives, namely:

1. That Panduleni Itula was a British citizen and ‘puppet’;
2. That the IPC was a front for foreign (British) interests and
a security threat.

International Development Committee

House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA
Tel: 020 7219 1223 Email. Website: X (formerly Twitter):

From Sarah Champion MP, Chair

The Rt Hon Lord Cameron

Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Affairs
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office

By email

23 May 2024
Dear Foreign Secretary Cameron,
Bolstering Support for IPC in The Republic of Namibia

| hope this letter finds you well. | am writing to underscore the strategic importance of our continued
support for the Independent Patriots for Change (IPC) in The Republic of Namibia, under the leadership
of Dr Panduleni Itula.

As you are aware, we have committed significant financial resources to bolster IPC's efforts in the
upcoming elections. Specifically, a sum of £750,000 has been transferred to the party’s bank account at
First National Bank of Namibia. This funding is crucial to ensuring that IPC can mount a robust campaign
against the incumbent regime.

In addition to the financial support, we have provided IPC with a convoy of campaign vehicles to facilitate
their outreach and mobilization efforts across the country. This logistical support is vital for their on-ground
campaign activities and will enable them to reach a broader segment of the Namibian populace.

During recent discussions with IPC’s leadership, their chairman Brian Black and Vice President Trevino
Forbes, the UK government has agreed to offer political assistance in their campaign to support human 1 p |35" 5
rights groups in Namibia. This aligns with our broader commitment to promoting human rights globally
and represents a significant step forward in a region where rights such as those afforded to LGBTQI

communities are often under threat from extremist elements in the ruling Swapo Party and leftist parties D}b Like Q Comment @ Send

such as the NEFF. -
Furthermore, | must highlight the engagement between prominent business leaders in the petroleum ScreenShOt Of a ‘Cheap_fake, Al-generated Video that Started
industry and IPC chairman Mr. Brian Black. These leaders have received assurances of favorable Circu|ating online and that pa| nted Panduleni ltula as an “op_
conditions and positioning in Namibia's emerging oil economy, contingent upon IPC’s success in the . . e s . iy

elections. This potential for economic partnership is a critical consideration in our continued support. pOrtUnlSt and con artist pOhtICIan”1 a BrItISh Cltlzen1 and even

an apartheid regime agent.

Given the above, | urge you to reinforce our commitment to IPC and ensure that all necessary measures
are taken to support their efforts. Our involvement is not only an investment in Namibia's democratic
future but also a strategic move to secure our interests in the region.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. | look forward to discussing this further at your earliest
convenience.
Yours sincerely,

Sarah Champion MP
Chair of the Committee

In May 2024 this fake letter that was claimed to be penned by
a UK member of parliament, Sarah Champion, was circulating
onlinetoreinforce the smearthat the IPC and Itula were funded
by the British government.




Screenshot of animagethat
appeared in various social
media spaces around mid-
2024 and that was aimed
at cementing the narrative
thatthe IPC was foreign (UK)
funded and controlled and
a front for regime change in
Namibia.

QE ZIMBABWE REPUBLIC POLICE

PRESS STATEMENT : 8TH JULY 2024 — ZIMBABWE REPUBLIC POLICE DETAIN

OVER 50 NAMIBIAN CITIZENS AT BOTSWANA BORDER

Zimbalbwe Republic Police d

Elvis Lizazi. The camg contained 40 AK-47 rifles, over 50 grenad
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The Nandi-Ndaitwah smear campaign
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Screenshot of afake Zimbabwean police mediarelease

that circulated online in July 2024 and formed the basis
of a report published by Ghanaian diaspora focused
GhanaWeb that amplified a false claim that a secret IPC

military training camp was raided in Zimbabwe and that

IPC members were arrested. The aim was to portray the
party as asecurity threat. The disinformationincident led
to the Zimbabwean police having to issue a statement
to refute the claim of such a raid having taken place
and such a camp having been found in the country.

During the second-half of 2024 a smear campaign started to become visible and gained prominence by targeting the ruling
Swapo Party candidate for the Namibian presidency, Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah. The campaign also mainly laundered two narra-

tives:

1. That Nandi-Ndaitwah was a traitor within the ruling party;
2. That she was too old and unhealthy to become president.

@ DEEP INTELLIGENCE V/‘

SWAPb received US$100 million from USAID to ignore Jerry Ekandjo's
anti-gay bill and give away land in Eros

'-\ — 4 / s
 Deep Intelligence has information which shows that soon after its controversial
2022 congress, SWAPO was paid US$100 million by the CIA through USAID to
advance the LGBTQ and gay agenda in Namibia, as well as give away land in
Eros, Windhoek, to build the biggest American Embassy in Africa in preparation
for the discovered oil.
When Jerry Ekandjo introduced the marriage bill in parliament, he and other
Swapo MPs were warned not to support the bill because the top four of Swapo
had already gotten paid by the Americans.
When the bill was passed by parliament, the president was obligated by law to
sign it, but it's been lying on the president's desk catching dust to this day.
When Nangolo Mbumba became interim president, both him and vice-president
Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah were paid USS2 million each to ignore the marriage
bill passed by parliament and advance the LGBT( agenda in Namibia.
Netumbo is well-known in Swapo circles as a CIA asset, along with Monika
geinqos and Emma Theofelus, and the three are advancing gay rights with the
mericans.

You Deserve to Know!

Screenshot of a
‘Deep Intelligence’
post that circulat-
ed throughout the
latter half of 2024
in various social
mediaspaces, por-
traying Netumbo
Nandi-Ndaitwah
as a “ClA asset”,
who was “advanc-
ing gay rights with
the Americans”.

DEEP INTELLIGENCE /48

The true track-record of former apartheid undercover agent and Hidipo's
ex-girlfriend, 81-year old RDP co-founder Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah, who
seems to be followed by illegitimacy at every turn.

© 1942: Born on 6 June in Ohangwena Region,
Namibia

* 1960s: Groomed by South African apartheid
intelligence as part of SWATF covet operations

* 1974: Goes into exile to infiltrate PLAN to |
collect intelligence for apartheid South Africa

e 1975: Completes military training and gives
PLAN gorilla strategies to her handlers in
Pretoria

« 1976: Begins dating Hidipo Hamutenya as a
sleeper agent for apartheid intelligence

* 1978: Gives South African intelligence §
information about PLAN fighters making a stop
at Cassinga Refugee Camp in Angola on 1 May
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* 1978: South African apartheid forces bomb
Cassinga on 4 May 1978 leading to a massacre

* 1989: South African apartheid administration alters her records, including
changing her date of birth from 6 June 1942 to 29 October 1952 as part of a
different mission that required a younger age (so currently her true age is 81)

« 1990: Namibia gains independence, Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah appointed a high-
level government official as part of outgoing apartheid regime’s negotiations to
have sleeper agents inside new administration

2007: Forms RDP with ex-boyfriend Hidipo Hamutenya and Jesaya Nyamu. She
remains in Swapo as the eyes and ears of Hidipo and RDP

2007: Receives NS3 million in kickbacks with Sacky Shangala from Pohamba's
Mass Housing projects

2015: Votes in favor of Shacky Shangala’s fisheries Act (which led to fishrot) to
benefit Swapo NS40 million and earn herself top position of vice-president of
Swapo

2007-2024: RDP undercover agent in Swapo

2024: Unprocedurally assumes Swapo’s presidential candidate title without
following party constitution. Ironically though, the move was in line with RDP
constitution

2024: lllegitimately appointed vice-president of Namibia by an acting president

You Deserve to Know!

Screenshot of an-
other ‘Deep Intel-
ligence” post that
circulated through-
outlate 2024 in so-
cial media spaces
and that cast Nan-
di-Ndaitwah as a
“former apartheid
undercoveragent”,
aspartofthenarra-
tive that she could
not be trusted and
was a traitor.




Screenshot of an Al-generated
‘cheap-fake’ video that suppos-
edly showed the ‘collapse’ of
Nandi-Ndaitwah at a party rally
at Otjiwarongo, Otjozondjupa
Region, at the end of October

% The Windhoek Times | El ‘

UNFIT TO LEAD |

SWAPO vice president Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah fainted and collapsed
while giving a speech in Otjiwarongo yesterday. Nandi-Ndaitwah, whose
true age is 82, and will be 90 in eight years, already visibly struggles to
walk. Immediately after she collapsed and was rushed to hospital,

2024. This video, that circulated
online and in WhatsApp spac-
es through November 2024,
emerged almost immediately
after the supposed ‘collapse’
occurred and formed part of
the narrative campaign that
painted Nandi-Ndaitwah as too
unwell, unhealthy, and old to be
Namibia’s president.

Swapo Secretary General Sofia Shaningwa, who is well-known for
delusional statements, issued a threat to what she called "witches"
trying to bewitch the disputed presidential candidate of the corruption-
tainted Swapo party.

Screenshot of a post by the partisan X account titled “The
Windhoek Times’ which also promoted the narrative that
Nandi-Ndaitwah was “UNFIT TO LEAD” following her ‘col-
lapse’ at a rally in late October 2024.
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The ECN smear campaign

Through the second-half of 2024, with the elections approaching, election-focused mis- and disinformation actors also started
targeting the Electoral Commission of Namibia (ECN) with smears. The main narrative being laundered was:

e That the ECN would rig the elections in favour of the ruling Swapo Party.

SWAPO...

P.O, 'p}n}‘lu.‘l Windhoek, Namibia 1 v:!i.'}:?ti

Office of the Secrctary General

Cde Adv. Heid: Jacobs
Ludw.gsdor!
Windhoak

October 07, 2024

Dear Cde Jacobs

RE: INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE 2024 ELECTION AND YOUR COMPENSATION

of preparations for the 2024 Presidential and National Eleclions. the SWAPO
es on you. being inside the ECN, 1o work out the best way 1o ensure a
SWAPO victory

Seeing that the political landscape of Namibia has moved and opposition parties are
more alert and adamant to not allow the Commission to do ils job. and incraased public
scrutiny his election compared 10 2018 you have to come up with another plan that
can present to Cde Vice President and the politburo on 24 October 2024

Cde, | cannot emphasize encugh that this eleclion is crucial, and SWAPO's future
and yourfuture are on the line. especially given that you are now working alone
i:?i(,\cl:g‘rﬁ;a’v: is fully relying on you once again to deliver Ihis election by whalever
Screenshot of a fake ‘letter’ that circulated
virally online in October and November
2024. The ‘letter’ was claimed to have
been issued by the Swapo Party secretary
general, SophiaShaningwa, andinstructed
ECN legal adviser, Heidi Jacobs, to “deliver
the elections” for the ruling party. The letter
stated that Jacobs would be paid for en-
suring the elections were “delivered”. The
ECN had to issue a statement to refute the
authenticity of the letter and to defend the
integrity of its senior official.

Now coming to your query regarding your payments for this election cycle. the Parny is
of theopinion that since we agreed on N$1 millon each lor you and the previous Cde
who assisted you in 2019, we canagres 1o increase your payment to defiver the 2024
election for N$2 million, given that this time you will be work ng alone, However
payments will be done in two parts, 50% at the end of Oclober. ard the remain ng 50%
once SWAPQ emerges victaricus.

| must underline, Cde. that even with the sizable donations racewed so far, the party's
funds are currently strelched because the work is more than in previous elections, and
the politburo does not have the appetite 1o overcommi financ:allyat this point. However,
should N$2 million not meet your expectations, we are wi ing to re-consider after the
election, SWAPO never lorgets those who lend us a hand. As lor now. SWAPO
cannot affard to lose, and our victory is also your victory.

wish 1o tzke this opportunity to thank you and wish you Comrade all the best

Accepl. dear Comrade Adv. Jacobs, assurances of my highast consideration,

Freedom For more on this, read Namibia Fact Check’s report.
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https://namibiafactcheck.org.na/report/post-election-check-1-fake-swapo-letter-to-ecn-keeps-circulating/

i?) African

Dear , where is the IPC serial number?

?T The Windhoek Times | 2 |

MEWS ALERT |

Zimbabwe's heavily sanctioned ruling party, ZANU-PF, has been fingered
in directing strateggies to rig elections in Namibia through voter
suppression and frustration. ZANU-PF agents are currently in Namibia at
the invitation of the corruption-tainted SWAPQ party. The election,
which was supposed to have only taken place on Wednesday has now
been illegally extended for several days due to deliberate ballot paper
shortages at the hands of the Electoral Commission of Namibia (ECN).

Screenshot of an X post by the partisan ‘The Windhoek Times’ account
that repeated the by then viral claim that the ECN, the ruling Swapo
Party and the Zimbabwean ruling party, Zanu-PF, were involved in
an attempt to rig the Namibian elections. The post circulated in the
immediate wake of the 27 November 2024 polling day.

Sarmeundg

Onelectionday, 27 November 2024, some social media accounts
were spreading election-related mis- and disinformation. This is
a screenshot of a post by an X influencer account titled ‘African’
thatinsinuated that a ballot box had been tampered with. This fed
into a widespread narrative that election materials shortages and
the mishandling of electoral processes at various voting points
across the country throughout the day was evidence of an ECN
attempt to rig the elections.

Some of the information in this document was gathered and compiled using Microsoft's Al app Copilot.

For more on this and other topics investigated, access the full report at www.ippr.org.na and www.namibiafactcheck.org.na
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