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News release

Namibia continues to lessen lived poverty

Namibiai has experienced a dramatic decline in inequality and poverty over the past
decades, according to official statistics from the National Statistics Agency and the National
Planning Commission. The Gini coefficient (the measure of income distribution of a nation's
residents which shows inequality levels) has decreased from over 7.4 in the 1990s to 6.8 in
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poorest regions of Namibid. One in five (21%) of all Namibian respondents were likely

to experience food shortages “several fimes”, “many times”, or “always"”.

1 African Development Bank, 2011. “*Middle of the pyramid: Dynamics of the middle class in
Africa.”
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Afrobarometer

Afrobarometer is an African-led, non-partisan research network that conducts public
afttitude surveys on democracy, governance, economic conditions, and related issues
across more than 30 countries in Africa. Five rounds of surveys were conducted between
1999 and 2013, and Round 6 surveys are currently under way (2014-2015). Afrobarometer
conducts face-to-face interviews in the language of the respondent’s choice with
nationally representative samples of between 1,200 and 2,400 respondents.

The Afrobarometer team in Namibia is led by Institute for Public Policy Research and
Survey Warehouse interviewed 1,200 adult Namibians in August and September 2014. A
sample of this size yields results with a margin of error of +/-3% at a 95% confidence level.
Previous surveys have been conducted in Namibia in 1999, 2002, 2003, 2006, 2008 and
2012.
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Respondents were asked: Over the past year, how often, if ever, have you or
anyone in your family: Gone without enough cash income, food to eat, cooking
fuel, medicines or medical care, water?2 Options were Never, Once or Twice, Several

Times, Many Times, Always
2
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Figure 2: Regional distribution of going without cash income | Namibia | 2014
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Figure 3. Cash income 2014
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